
ENGLISH 12: ACADEMIC A MODERN VOICES 
Summer Reading & Note-taking Assignment 

 
All students will read one of the following memoirs: 

1) A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 
2) Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris 
3) The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
4) Bossy Pants by Tina Fey 

 
 

As you read the memoir, take careful notes on separate paper or annotate in your own purchased copy of 
the book.  Prior to the start of the year, you need to formalize your notes into a typed document. A 
double-entry journal is acceptable. We recommend purchasing the text, if possible, as it allows for active 
reading and we will continue to use it throughout the first month of school. Within the first month of 
school, students will construct an essay critiquing the author’s craft. 

 
You will also submit your notes to Turnitin. Any suggestion of use of supplemental resources (aka 
SparkNotes), will result in a referral for a violation of the code of conduct, contact to the National Honor 
Society, and a discussion about your honesty and integrity. 

 
 

 

Note requirements: 
� Typed – printed copy due first day of school and then to be submitted to Turnitin.com 
� Must include a minimum of 20 direct quotations (cited with page numbers). 
� Must address the scope of the memoir (beginning, middle, end) 
� Must address all topics below; please clearly label your notes to reflect the topics. 

o Characterization – details the author provides regarding physical attributes, thoughts, and 
interactions through other characters. 

o Imagery – descriptive language in which the author creates an image in the reader’s mind 
(sensory details – sight, sound, smell, feel, taste) 

o Word Choice 
 
 

Sample Entry: 
 

Topic Direct quotation w/ citation Analysis 
 
 
 
 
Characterization 

“When we got to the school, our little 
brother was in the yard playing soccer with 
his friends…My little brother’s small round 
face flowed, and sweat formed around the 
creases he had on his neck, just like my 
mother’s…She said he sometimes asked 
about our father” (Beah 11) 

Ishmael Beah begins his memoir with a 
reflection of what happened before his first 
encounter with the war. The words “play” 
and “small round” characterize his younger 
brother as still innocent. The reader can infer 
that he has not been impacted by the war at 
this point. Further, the fact that he asks about 
his father reveals his innocence because he 
isn’t aware of the corruption in his own 
family. 

 


